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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
| AUSTIN

GERALD C., MARNN
ATICRNEY GEMERAL

Honoreble B. ¥. Walters
County Auditor

Baith County

Tyler, Texas

Dear 81r;:
. ployges notarics public?
Your request for opini Gbéh above stated ques-
tion has been received arer idored by this de-
partment,

We quote from )d Tn;nc Juritpruﬂﬁnoc, Counties,
pages 563-%-5, as féllovs: -

"e « « Counties, being ¢ 'ponont parts of
the state,-have no povers or duties except those
vhich are clearly set forth and defined in the
constiftution and statutes. The statutes have
Aefified the powers, prescribed the duties,
impOlod the liabilities of the ocommisgsioners®

courts, the medium through vhich the different
counties &ct, and from those statutes must come
- all the authority vested in the counties. . . .

" « «» Coumissioncrst oourts are courts of
limited jurisdiction in that their authority ex-
tends only to matters pertaining to the genersl
velfare of their respeotive counties and that their
povers are only those expressly or impliedly con-
ferred upon them by law,--that ia, by tho consti-
tution and statutes of the state. . . ."

There is no law authorizing counties to expend coun-
ty funds for the purposes inquired sbout, Jur State Constitu-
tion also inhibits donations and gratuities by counties from
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public funds. Article III, Section 52, Texas Conatitution,
reads in part as follows:

“The lLegislature shall heve no pover to au-
thorise any county . » +» to lend its credit or to
grant public money or thing of value in aid of,
or to any 1nd1vidn%l, esasociation or corporation

whatsoover, .« « «
Ve ensver your qQuestion in the negstive.

AYPROGVED JUW 15, 1943 Very truly yours
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